Davide Verotta
Facing Chaos
(2011)

Piccolo

Flauto

Oboe
Clarinetto in SiP
Fagotto
Controfagotto

Corno 1in Fa
Tromba in C
Tuba

Percussione (4 players)
Timpani

Vibraphone

Snare Drum

Marimba
Suspended Cymbals

Glockenspiel
Tom-Toms
Bass Drum

Large Tam-tam

Pianoforte
Arpa

Violino 1
Violino 11
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabasso

Prece duration: 11 minutes.






GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AND NOTATION

The score and parts are written with usual transpositions.
Accidentals apply throughout entire bars, but only at written octave.

A horizontal arrow indicates to change gradually from one sound or one-way of playing to another.

Facing Chaos is an orchestral piece inspired by a passage from the tragedy Thyestes (62 C.E.) by Seneca the Younger:
"Trembling are our hearts, lest all things fall shattered in fatal ruin and once more gods and men be overwhelmed by formless
Chaos; lest the lands, the encircling sea, and the stars that wander in the spangled sky, nature blot out once more." In the
cosmogony of Hesiod and Democritus, chaos is the initial state of the universe, a dark void, a primordial condition where out
of nothing tiny atoms are formed and churn incoherently until they collide together to form larger units, including the earth.
The passage inspires Facing Chaos with a sort of existential malaise that, as probably was the case for Seneca, is generated by
our discomfort with the apparent contradiction between the presence of us, our relationships, our civilization, earth, and the
much larger overwhelming dimension of space and time that surrounds it. Structure is one of the ways we face this discomfort,
and a rather tight form characterizes the piece. In juxtaposition with rather aggressive rhythmic sections, the main motives of
the piece take shape, metamorphosing all the way to the end of the piece. In addition, two highly recognizable slow sections
(played in a low register by the bassoons) serve as stopping points; question marks expressing our wonder in the face of the
gigantic structure that sprouted from the original chaos to form the universe.

Davide Verotta was born in a boring Italian town close to Milano and moved to the very much more exciting San Francisco
in his late twenties. He studied piano at the Milano Conservatory and piano and composition in California at the San
Francisco Conservatory and State University, and at the University of California at Davis. He 1s an active solo and ensemble
piano player, and he is actively involved in the new music composition scene in the San Francisco Bay Area. Recent
performances of his compositions include works for chamber opera and orchestra, string quartet, dance, wind quintet, trio,
piano and violin and piano solo. For more information please visit http://www.davideverotta.com
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